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PR25S STATEMliNT BY THE UN KlCH COMMISSIONER TOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

MR JOSE AYAXA LASSO 


I 

1, The violence unleashed m Rwanda since 6 April 1994 ha* shocked the world 
carry ihouiarxiscfaJDOceat^ 

fffi* large number* of children , svocoen and elderiy person* wetearnong those lofled, 
wounded, deprived of the* belongings or forced 10 leave their homes. They have 
become vsatosof a qrisi*thatha* degeneeated toto a human rights disaster, descr ib ed 
by many of those who wane** ita* genocide. 

z The tfigh Garncnutsioner ha* been fallowing the Jttuaaon in Rwanda with 
rro«^^ccs>cem 2nd requeued inxon rari on on the srntation and suggestions far action 
from a wide range cr" UN Agencies, Progarcme*, Special Rapporteurs of the Ccynrravson 
on Hunan Right*, Chairmen of human agm* Treaty-based bodi e *, the OAU, die Amoan 
r^mtrn*^ cn Human and TteoplCs lights, the ICRC and non-gsvemmental 

3, Tfag HtjfT ^tfnr**' 1 ^^' ^^ '■^■o iltatkytA with tH» <>»^taTy.r>>*'r*1 ha* ArvWt 

to undertake peoonattr a «****» to Rwanda in ihe next few day*. He will also visit 
Burundi in csder ta continue 10 afier UN support and assistance in ttenW of human 
rights. 

4 Given the <*ft^wrv> gnrnty of the atuation, ifae Hgh Commissioner ha* decided 
tocaQonth^rnembessofthe GTnrntwk'yt on Human Rights 10 consider the adrfisabfltey 
of convening the Ceenslssaon on Human aghtt in emergency *caston to deal with the 
human rights situation m Rwanda. 

5. In order to enable tbe High CcearatoaioBg to be mfacned continuously of the 
eyohatonofttesiauBmonandtoenabk 

proves* towards ending viobntan* of human right* and restoring peace, the High 
r^riK^r^ i+ glaring 4* psakitej of wr a hfahing a human rigfatt presence in the 
a^ihtou|fcthe*«ndingof tasn^ 
action whenever necessary. v 

6. The High CornnrisAioner expresses hi* cant-em about the human right* situation 
of refugees and urge* the international cccrtrnunicy to provide geneoou* as s ist ance e 
these $£Ue* m the regtoa which bast Ls^e cumbers of refuses from Rwanda ioaic 
ease these burden. 
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